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\THE PLACE SALONE, 


For the great desire I had 
To see fair Padua, nursery of arts, 
I am arrived for fruitful Lombardy, 
The pleasant garden of great Italy: 
And by my father’s love and leave am arm’d, 
With his good will and thy good company, 
My trusty servant well-approved in all. 
Here let us breathe, and happily institute 
A course of learning and ingenious studies —SHAKSPEARE. 





A TRAVELLER in the last century says that “ Padua has 
contracted, from its long low porticos and its gloomy 
churches a grave old vacancy of aspect.” But since the 
decline of Venice this city has increased in importance 
and consequently in cheerfulness: but still it has a grave 
and learned aspect. “Long rows of arches, generally 
pointed, support the houses. Irregular places,—wide-stretch- 
ing tracts of desolate waste on the outskirts,—all add to its 
strange solemnity; may it never lose its peculiar character! 
Old Italy still remains predominant in this ancient seat of 
solemn learning. The whole city is one vast monastic pre- 
cinct, and the remarkable structures which it contains har- 
monize happily as parts of the singular picture which it 
affords*?’ 

The Italians call this city Padova: it is the ancient 
Patavium, a town of the Veneti, known as the birth- 
place of the historian Livy, and now a town of the 
Lombardo-Venetian kingdom. Many traditions are pre- 

* Mungrar’s Handbook for Travellers in Italy 

Vor, XXV, 





served within it respecting its origin. It is, perhaps, 
the oldest city of the north of Italy, its founder being, 
on the authority of the Zneid, no less a personage than 
Antenor the Trojan. 
Antenor, from the midst of Grecian hosts 
Could pass secure, and pierce th’ Illyrian coasts ; 
Where rolling down the steep, Timavus raves, 
And through nine channels disembogues his waves. 
At length he founded Padua’s happy seat, 
And gave his Trojans a secure retreat: 
There fixed their arms, and there renew’d their name, 
And there in quiet rules, and crown’d with fame. 
Drypen’s Virgil. 
In the year 1274, while preparing the foundation for 
the Foundling Hospital of Padua, a large sarcophagus 
of marble was discovered, containing a second, of lead, 
and a third of cypress wood. The third contained a 
skeleton, longer than the ordinary stature, grasping a 
sword; and an inscription upon the inner coffin was 
interpreted to indicate that the tomb belonged to An- 
tenor. The discovery excited the greatest enthusiasm, 
and the remains of the founder of the city were deposited 
in the church of San Lorenzo, whither also the sarco- 
phagus was transported. In modern times the church 
has been demolished, but the sarcophagus has been 
spared; it stands at a corner of a — beneath a 
96 
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canopy of stone. Whatever may be thought of the 
details of the story, it is certainly antique, though of 
what age it would be difficult to decide. Near the spot 
where the tomb was discovered ancient medals to a large 
amount were found. 

Padua is still called “1a Dotta,” in compliment to its 
celebrated university or studio, which enjoyed consider- 
‘able reputation so early as the commencement of the 
thirteenth century. In the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries it numbered no less than 6000 students; but 
the number does not exceed 1500, although its pro- 
fessors are men of repute. Its botanic garden, the first 
in Europe, was instituted by the Venetian senate in 
1443. It is laid out in the ancient style of stiff for- 
mality, and adorned with statues and busts. It contains 
some of the oldest specimens of trees and plants now 
common in Europe, “ the patriarchs of our shrubberies, 
plantations, and conservatories.” The oriental plane is 
peculiarly venerable: the magnolias are superb. Here 
also was established the first school of anatomy under 
Vesalius, in 1540, who was truly the founder pf anato- 
mical science, he being the first to give a complete de- 
scription of the human body. The astronomical obser- 
vatory, celebrated by the discoveries of Galileo*, is 
situated on the summit of a lofty tower, the sole rem- 
nant of the stronghold of the cruel tyrant Ezzelino di 
Ravenna, who made Padua the chief seat of dominion. 
This tower was the entrance to the dungeons where his 
victims groaned in anguish. 

In the Gabinetto fisico is displayed one of the ver- 
tebra of the spine of Galileo, who for eighteen years 
was professor in this university. It was stolen by the 
Florentine Doctor Cocchi, who, in 1737, was intrusted 
with the removal of Galileo’s bones to the church of 
Saint Croix at Florence. Cocchi’s son inherited this 
relic from his father, and disposed of it to the patrician 
Angelo Quirini: it then passed to the mathematician 
Vivorio de Vicence; then to his physician, Dr. Thiene, 
who presented it to this university. By a similar fraud, 
the Laurentian Library at Florence possesses a finger 
of this great philosopher. “ How strange has been the 
destiny of this great man’s body!” exclaims Valery +; 
“alive, envy immured it in a dungeon: dead, admiration 
would tear it in pieces. The enthusiasm of the Italians 
incites them to a species of brigandage for such illus- 
trious remains,” 

The honours of this university were formerly open 
to competition by females. “Of these no one at- 
tained a higher reputation than Lucretia Helena Cornaro, 
a Venetian lady of a noble family, the daughter of a 

rocurator of St. Mark. She acquired an accurate know- 
edge of the Spanish, French, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew 
languages, and had some acquaintance with the Arabic. 
Her knowledge of all the scholastic sciences was exten- 
sive; and, possessing a talent for poetry, she eomposed verses, 
which she sang to her harp. So deeply also was she versed 
in theological studies, that the University of Padua was 
desirous of enrolling her amongst the doctors of theology, 
but this proceeding was opposed by the bishop. She was, 
however, honoured with the cap of doctor of philosophy, 
which was bestowed upon her, in 1678, in the cathedral of 
Padua, no other building being sufficiently capacious to 
accommodate the crowds who assembled to witness the 
ceremony.” She died unmarried, in 1684, at the age of 
forty-eight. 

The Clerical College, or Seminary of Padua, is justly 
celebrated for its printing-press, its Latin dictionary, and 
its library. “I cannot contemplate, without respect,” 
says Valery, “the MSS. in twelve folio volumes, of the 
great dictionary of Forcellini: it is a monument of the 
science, perseverance, and modesty of this holy and learned 
man. One certainly does not expect to find sensibility and 
pathos at the head of a Latin folio lexicon; but yet 1 know 
nothing more touching than these words of Forcellini, ad- 
dressed to the pupils of this seminary, in which he reminds 

* See Saturday Magazine, Vol. XXI., pp. 9, 38. 


+ Voyages Historiques en Italie, to which work we are indebted for 
many of the details of this article. 
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them of the time, the anxiety, and the powers which, during 
nearly forty years, he had expended on this work: ‘Ado- 
lescens manum admovi, senex, dum perficerem, factus sum, 
ut videtis.’ (‘I began this work a young man: I finish it an 
old one, as you may see.’) The books that he used during 
his researches are shown worn to mere fragments by con- 
stant thumbing.” : 

Padua is so peculiarly rich in buildings of the highest 
interest to the artist, the architect, the historian, the 
man of taste, and even to the general reader, that it is 
impossible to do justice to them within our limits. ‘To 
speak of them all would be to occupy our space with a 
dry catalogue of names and events; while to select a 
few for description, entails the risk of passing over many 
that ought to be noticed in detail. 

Perhaps the most interesting structure in Padua is 
the Palazzo della Ragione, or town hall, which extends 
along the market place. It is a vast building, standing 
entirely upon open arches, surrounded by a Gothic loggia, 
and was built by Pietro Cozzo between 1172 and 1219. 
The history of this hall is as remarkable as its aspect. 
In 1306 there arrived at Padua an Austin Friar, Frate 
Giovanni, a renowned architect and engineer. He had 
travelled far and wide, in Europe and Asia, to the very 


‘Indies, and had brought back plans and drawings of the 


buildings which had most attracted his attention, and 
among these was a drawing of a roof of a great palace 
in India. The design pleased the Paduans, and they 
requested him to roof their hall (which had previously 
formed three chambers) in like manner; and Fra’ 
Giovanni assented, asking no other pay than the wood 
and tiles of the old roof, which he was to take down. 

The interior of this hall utterly defies the pencil. A 
scanty proportion of small apertures, which can hardly be 
called windows, dart their rays in every direction, cutting 
the eye by their sharp light, but hard] y ispelling the gloom 
of the huge concave. The great ribs of the coved roof 
almost touch the ground, and the whole is closely covered 
with the strange mystical paintings, designed, it is said, by 
Giotto, according to the instructions of the great physician, 
astrologer, alchemist, and suspected magician, Pietro 
d’Abano (born 1250, died 1316.) 

At one extremity of the hall is the so-called monu- 
ment of Livy. In 1413, near the site of a house which, 
according to immemorial tradition, belonged to Livy, 
was discovered a tesselated pavement, beneath which 
was a leaden coffin, containing a skeleton supposed to be 
that of the great historian. The discovery excited the 
utmost enthusiasm, and it was determined to deposit the 
remains in the palazzo. The translation took place with 
much pomp; the bier was covered with cloth of gold, and 
it was carried by the noblest and most eminent of the 
citizens and professors of Padua. The relic was divided; 
the jaw-bone was deposited in the Cancellaria; and 
Alfonso, king of Naples, despatched a special embassy 
to request the gift of an arm, which was granted. 

This hall also contains the two beautiful Egyptian 
statues of granite given by Belzoni to this his native city. 
Above and between them is placed the bust of this enter- 
prising but unfortunate traveller, in his Turkish dress. 
It was executed in Carrara marble by M. Rinaldo Rinaldi. 
In addition to the bust a very beautiful medal was struck 
by the city in token of their gratitude. 

In the hall is a stone of black granite, inscribed with 
the words “lapis vituperii.” It was formerly applied to 
a. singular use, and served by a very simple machinery 
all the purposes of our insolvent courts. Any unfortu- 
nate Paduan who found himself unable to pay his debts, 
and was willing to swear that he was not worth 5/., was 
seated in a full hall upon this stone, without that pro- 
tection from the cold which his garments usually sup- 
plied: he sat down three times,.each time repeating the 
words ‘* Cedo bonis,” and by this process was relieved 
from the burthen of his debts But the ceremony is 
regarded as so great an indignity, that it has not been 
performed for many years, the debtors preferring im- 
prisonment rather than submit to it. 
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A meridian line crosses the hall: the ray of the sun 
passes through a hole, decorated with a golden face, in 
the roof. The whole structure is now greatly neglected, 
and it has a forlorn appearance. 

The churches of Padua are numerous and singularly 
rich in works of the highest art. The cathedral is of 
very mediocre architecture, and is neither beautiful nor 
majestic. The original plan was furnished by Michael 
Angelo, but during the two centuries that were occupied 
in completing it every architect introduced some novelty 
of his own. It was not finished until 1754, The 
sacristy, pillaged and spoiled by the French, contains 
some curious early liturgical MSS. The baptistery, 
near to, but separate from the cathedral, is a fine Lom- 
bard building of the twelfth century; its walls and 
cupola are entirely covered with frescoes. The epis- 
copal palace is rich in frescoes and admirable pictures. 
The library, of which Petrarch may be reckoned as one 
of the founders, is rich in early printed books and in- 
edited MSS. The baptistery as well as the library 
contain portraits of Petrarch, which do not seem to 
represent the same person. It-has been remarked that 
if the various portraits of Dante have all a common 
resemblance, those of Petrarch all differ. ‘ Petrarch and 
Laura must often have been very unlike themselves if 
all their portraits are true. It may be suspecied that 
both fancy and wilful deception began to furnish i/lus- 
trations of Petrarch at an early period; and if you 
collect his portraits you may please yourself amongst a 
wonderful variety.” The Italians consider to be most 
authentic the portrait in the Episcopal Library. It was 
originally painted on the wall of the house of the poet 
at Padua. In 1581, when the cathedral was about to 
be enlarged, this houSe was demolished; and one of the 
Professors of Canon Law in the University caused it to 
be cut out of the wall entire, and removed to his house, 
where it remained until 1816, when it was removed to 
its present position over the door of the library. 

M. Valery describes the church of Antonio il Santo 
(the patron Saint of Padua) as the chief and most 
ancient marvel of Padua. The design is by Nicholas of 
Pisa. It was commenced in 1230, and brought nearly 
to its present form in 1424. The exterior is somewhat 
simple in its ornaments, which are few, plain, and large. 
Its seven domes and three minaret spires cause it to 
resemble the mosque of the Moslem. “ Within it pre- 
sents an overwhelming mass of decoration and enrich- 
ment. In this scene of splendour the chapel of the 
saint appears as a blaze of gold and silver, and brilliant 
marbles, illuminated day and night by the golden lamps 
and silver candlesticks and candelabra borne by angels, 
sending forth the flames which burn before the shrine.” 
In 1797 the French were paid 100,000 francs to ransom 
the relics of the saint, for which purpose one of the 
three golden lamps was melted down, the one selected 
having been presented by the Grand Seignior. 

During ten centuries this church has been held in 
such high repute that the number of masses required to 
be said in it daily is so considerable that all the priests 
in Padua could not get through them; therefore, the 
chapter is authorized, by a bull of the pope, towards the 
end of every year, to say certain special masses, which 
count for a thousand ordinary ones, and thus the arrears 
are cleared off. 

Singularly enough the interior of this church is 
watched by dogs, of the shepherd’s dog species, from 
Dalmatia; and they perform their duty remarkably well. 
M. Valery relates that a domestic having remained in 
the pret | after the gates were shut, was so nerrowly 
watched by the dogs, one on each side of him, that he 
dared not stir during the whole night, his slightest 
motion threatening to bring the dogs to his throat. 

The Scuola di Sant’ Antonio near the church, con- 
tains some beautiful and curious frescoes of Titian or 
of his school, the subjects of which illustrate the life of 
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the saint. These frescoes are among the best preserved 
of the works of this great painter. In the square before 
the church is a fine bronze equestrian statue of Gatta- 
melata, captain-general of the mercenary Venetian 
troops, by Donatello, said to have been the first work of 
the kind that was cast in Italy by the moderns. 

The small church of the Annunziata nell’ Arena 
belongs to the commencement of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, and is singularly characteristic. It occupies the 
site of a’ Roman amphitheatre, as the term “ nell’ 
Arena” implies. It is rich in the works of Giotto, 
whose vast frescoes cover its walls. Among these are 
the strange figures of the Virtues and Vices, and the 
celebrated “Last Judgment,” said to have been executed 
under the direction and superintendence of Dante, 
who was intimate with the artist. Although the silent 
hand of time during five centuries has produced its 
effects upon this magnificent work of art, it is said to 
be the best preserved of this artist’s productions. 

The church of the Eremites is one of the most curious 
in Padua. “It is a most solid and striking building, 
from ity simplicity as well as its ornaments. It consists 
of a single aisle lighted from the extremities; an arrange- 
ment which produces a Rembrandt effect of light and 
shade.” The tombs-in this church are among the few 
remaining memorials of the once powerful princes of 
Padua. Padua was surrendered to the Venetians in 
1405, by Francesco di Carrara and his two sons: they 
were independent princes, nowise subject to Venice ; 
but by the Council of Ten they were condemned and 
strangled in the dungeons of St. Mark. : 

The church of Santa Giustina, supposed to have been 
erected on the site of the Temple of Concord, is a - 
handsome piece of architecture, with eight domes and 
numerous chapels. It is rich, as usual in this city, in 
works of art. Its ancient and valuable library was sold 
in 1810 by Napoleon’s government, and the books and 
MSS. have been dispersed over Europe. 

“ Padua is said to be the father-land of striking 
clocks.” The clock which occupies the great battle- 
mented tower near the cathedral, is claimed as the con- 
trivance of Giacomo Dondo, or Dondi, erected in 1344. 
Besides the twenty-four hours, it tells the course of the 
sun and the phases of the moon, and yet goes as merrily 
as on the day when it was first made. 

The most celebrated promenade of Padua is the 
Prato della Valle, a species of open Pantheon, where 
are exposed the statues of the great men of Padua, from 
the statue of Antenor the Trojan, down to that of 
Canova. The original intention was, it seems, to limit 
this honour to illustrious Paduans, but these not being 
sufficiently numerous, other statues were admitted, as 
well of foreigners as of Italians. 

The Academy of Sciences, Literature, and the Arts, 
instituted in 1779, publishes its Memoirs, which now 
form about ten volumes quarto. A few years ago the 
population of Padua was estimated at forty-seven thou- 
sand inhabitants, a number which was said to be increas- 
ing. The town is fortified with walls, ditches, and 
bastions. The river Bacchiglione flows by its walls. 


JAPAN AND THE JAPANESE. 
IV. 


TOLERATION AND SUBSEQUENT 
DUTCH FACTORY 
PRESEN- 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANITY. 
AT DEZIMA. DEGRADING RESTRICTIONS. 
TATION AT COURT. 


ALTHOUGH the civilization of Japan was derived from 

China, and there are consequently many points of resem- 

blance between the two nations, yet the natives of the 

Central Empire, as the latter is termed by the Japanese, 

are subjected to the same restrictions as = enforced 
796- 
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upon the Dutch, the only Europeans who are now ad- 
mitted to any commercial intercourse with this singular 
people. Before the establishment, however, of the jea- 
lous policy by which the Japanese are now distinguished, 
there appears to have generally existed an intimate com- 
munication between the two empires. The Chinese, 
indeed, occasionally made pretensions to supreme author- 
ity over Japan; but they seem to have been backward 
in enforcing them, and most of the hostilities in which 
the two nations were occasionally opposed to each other, 
were carried on in Corea, and were caused by a struggle 
for the sovereignty of that peninsula. 

At the period when the Portuguese first pushed their 
discoveries into this part of the East, they seem to have 
enjoyed unrestricted intercourse with the inhabitants, 
and a degree of religious toleration somewhat remarkable 
in a country where the authority of the sovereign is so 
intimately connected with the established faith. Num- 
bers of Jesuit missionaries, with St. Francois Xavier at 
their head, made the most active and successful exertions 
for the conversion of the natives to Christianity; and 
according to the reports made to their sup®riors in 
Rome, they at one time numbered among their prose- 
lytes no less than two hundred thousand native Chris- 
tians, many of them belonging to the highest ranks; but 
at length a civil war broke out in Japan, which ended in 
the extirpation of Christianity. 


Few portions of the religious history of the world (says a 


writer in the Quarterly Review) would be more interesting 
than a faithful record of these events. In the annals of 
Christianity few examples have occurred of a triumph so 
rapid, followed by a destruction so complete. Whether 
the force of cirenmstances compelled the Jesuits, who were 
agents of that great. conversion, to associate themselves with 
a party in the civil feuds which then distracted Japan, or 
whether they did so voluntarily, and in pursuance of the 
alleged practice of their order—of which their first apostle, 
Xavier, was a joint founder with Loyola—may be doubtful ; 
certain it is that in an evil hour they took their part in 
the dispute, and perished. Japanese tradition attributes to 
them, as a cause and justification of their fall, rapacity and 
sensuality. This we doubt. These vices are usually the 
attendants of long and undisturbed possession, rather than 
of the circumstances in which the missionaries of a religion 
struggling into life were placed. It is likely that the hos- 
tility of their Dutch rivals may have magnified individual 
instances of such errors, and that the zeal of triumphant 
persecution may have perpetuated the imputation. 

It appears that. the legitimate Zioguon was supported 
by the Christians, to whose faith he inclined, and that 
the usurper, on overcoming his rival, commenced a legal 
persecution against the religion whose votaries were 
opposed to his pretensions. After this had continued 
for some years, a province of which the inhabitants were 
principally Christians, erected, in the year 1637, the 
standard of revolt; and the prince, finding himself un- 
able to restore his authority, applied for and obtained 
the assistance of the Dutch, which decided the fate of 
the unfortunate insurgents. This was followed by a 
more sanguinary and unrelenting persecution of the 
Christians, and in about twenty-five years the work of 
destruction was complete. During this persecution, it 
was incumbent on all who would escape the most cruel 

unishmeat, to trample on the image of the crucified 
Ieedeemés; and on tlie picture of the Virgin; but it is 
related, to the honour of the native Christians, that they 
almost universally resisted the most seductive offers of 
reward, atid endured the severest tortures, rather than 
abjure-the faith to which they were converts. 

From this period has existed that rigid system of ex- 
eluding foreigners from the empire which subsists in full 
force at the present day. To such an extent is this 
carried that no foreign vessels are allowed to touch at Ja- 
pe except a limited number of Chinese traders and two 

utch merchantmen annually from Java; and these are 
subject to the strictest restraint, all strangers being con- 
fined to certain prescribed limits, from which no one is 
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allowed to move, without a special permission ‘and under 
a numerous guard. When any other vessels have ar- 
rived at Japan, the crew representing themselves to be 
in want of water or provisions, they have been supplied, 
but every sort of payment refused, in order to show 
more strongly the determination to suffer no trade. 
Other adventurers who were suspected of insidious de- 
signs, have been subjected to close and prolonged 
imprisonment. 

The Dutch factory is limited to the number of officers 
considered necessary for conducting the trade, which is 
at present, elevén; and so strict is this limitation, that 
when one of the presidents of the factory was accom- 
panied by his wife and child, he could not obtain per- 
mission for them to remain; not that there seemed to be 
any particular dread at the admission of a female, but 
from the general exclusion of every human being who 
was not absolutely necessary for the carrying on of the 
trade. As soon as a vessel arrives off Japan, a boat is 
sent to her by the guards, who keep constant watch 
on the coast. Nota word is interchanged; but written 
interrogatories are handed on board, which must be 
answered, and the paper returned to the boat. The 
ship must now wait for orders, and, in the interval, 
every book, picture, or anything connected with the 
Christian religion, is placed in a chest under lock and 
seal, to be delivered up, with all the arms and ammuni- 
tion on board, until the vessel’s departure, when they 
are returned. 

If the ship appear to be one of the two Dutch mer- 
chantmen allowed to arrive annually, hostages are de- 
manded and delivered, and a deputation proceeds on 
board, comprising several Japanese interpreters, well 
versed in the Dutch language, for the purpose of 
examining the passengers and crew. If the result prove 
satisfactory, the vessel is towed into the harbour of Na 
gasaki, but no one is allowed to land without undergoing 
a personal search, except indeed a new president, who is 
exempted from this annoyance on his arrival. 

The place to which the few foreigners who are 
allowed to land in Japan, are confined, is the Bay of 
Nagasaki; and the residence of the Dutch is an artificial 
island, built for this express purpose. When the Zio- 
goon was asked in what form the island should be con- 
structed, he unfolded his fan as the pattern, and such is 
accordingly its shape. Dezima, as the island is named, 
is about 600 feet in length, and 240 across, and is con- 
nected with the town of Nagasaki by a stone bridge, but 
the prospect from either side is cut off by a high wall. 
The bridge is closed and strictly guarded, so that no 
foreigner can pass out without permission, nor any 
Japanese enter, except those who have the sanction of 
government; and no person whatever may pass the gate 
without being searched. 

The houses in this island of imprisonment are built 
by citizens of Nagasaki, and the Dutch pay an exorbi- 
tant rent, fixed by authority. All purchases and sales 
between foreigners and natives must be transacted 
through the agency of the Japanese authorities, as the 
former are not allowed to have any money dealings, nor 
even to have any money in their possession. The car- 
goes of the Dutch ships are delivered to the appointed 
officers, and the return goods purchased with the pro- 
ceeds, the Dutch president being furnished with an 
account, which he has not the means of checking. 

As the Dutch are not allowed to bring into the 
island any domestic servants, certain Japanese are 
allowed by the government to act in that capacity, each 
being furnished with a seal or passport, which authorizes 
his entrance at the lawful hours. All these servants 
understand Dutch; but it is stated that “all are obliged, 
prior to entering upon their offices, to sign, with their 
blood, an oath binding them to contract no friendship 
with any of the Dutch; to afford them no information 
respecting the language, laws, manners, religion, or his- 
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tory of Japan; in short, to hold no communication with 
them except in their several recognised functions.” In 
a country where espionage prevails to so great an extent, 
there can be no doubt that many of them are spies of the 
government. These servants, however, are obliged to 
leave the island at sunset, and this rule is not allowed to 
be relaxed under any emergency. No respectable female 
is ever permitted to visit the island, as is announced in 
the plainest terms by a public proclamation, placarded 
near the bridge-gate. 

After the various extortions to which the Dutch 
traders are subjected, it seems extraordinary that a suffi- 
cient profit should remain to keep up an establishment 
subject to such regulations that no individual, however 
avaricious, would submit to them, unless by so doing he 
acquired great facilities for amassing wealth. No doubt 
the Japanese, who are accustomed to consider all trade 
as degrading, look upon the members of the Dutch 
factory with the most supreme contempt. In fact, we 
find that none is allowed to wear a sword, except the 
president, and even he is restricted to one. 

There are only two occasions on which the residents 
at Dezima are allowed to pass the bounds of their 
prison. When any individual member of the factory is 
desirous of an excursion in the country, he may obtain 
permission from the governor, by giving twenty-four 
hours’ notice, to ramble in the adjacent country ; but he 
must return to Dezima by sunset. Neither must he 
enter any habitation, except the tea-houses, which abound 
in all parts of the country, unless he has a special sanc- 
tion to visit any one who may have invited him. As, 
however, he is not permitted to move except under the 
escort of scores of officials, all of whom he must enter- 
tain, these excursions are too expensive to be indulged in 
frequently. 

The other occasion on which any Dutchman is 
allowed to leave Dezima, is on the periodical visit to the 
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Ziogoon, which takes place once in four years. The 
president, his secretary, and physician, proceed to Yedo, 
the capital of the empire, with a numerous escort of 
Japanese. During the journey, the president is treated 
with much distinction, and, its constant accompaniment 
in Japan, a great privation of liberty. It is said, how- 
ever, that these honours are not paid to him as the repre- 
sentative of the Dutch nation, but simply as one who is 
about to be glorified by admission into the august pre- 
sence of the Ziogoon. The expenses of the progress 
are defrayed by the chief interpreter, and the amount 
deducted from the proceeds of the next sale on account 
of the factory. 


Fischer gives the following account of the presenta- 
tion of the Dutch president:—“ The ceremony consists 
in making upon the appointed spot, the Japanese compli- 
ment (which resembles the Chinese sotoo), and remaining 
for some seconds with the head touching the mats, whilst 
the words Capitan Holanda are proclaimed aloud. A still- 
ness, as of death, prevails, broken only by the buzzing sound 
used by the Japanese to express profound veneration. The 
governor of Nagasaki and the chief interpreter are the only 
persons who accompany the opperhoofd, or president, and 
they give him the signal of retreat, which, like his entrance, 
is performed in a very stooping attitude; so that, although 
the presence of nuribers may be perceived, it is impos- 
sible, without violating the laws of Japanese courtesy, to 
look round for what should attract attention or excite 
curiosity.” 

This presentation formerly took place annually; but 
although its recurrence is now less frequent, the presi- 
dent is bound every year to make the same present to 
the Ziogoon as if an audience was granted. The Dutch 
have of late petitioned to be allowed to perform the 
ceremony every alternate year, but this favour has been 
refused. 


‘ [Abridged from Manners and Customs of ihe Japanese.) 
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A JAPANESE FUNERAL PROCESSION, 
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DIFFERENCE IN NATURAL TALENTS. 


‘Tne difference of natural talents in different men is, in 
reality, much less than we are aware of; and the very 
different genius which appears to’ distinguish men of dif- 
ferent professions, when grown up to maturity, is not, upon 
many occasions, so much the cause, as the effect of division 
of labour. The difference between the most dissimilar 
characters, between a philosopher and a common street 
porter, for example, seems to arise not so much from nature 
as from habit, custom, and education, When they came 
into the world, and for the first six or eight years of their 
existence, they were, perhaps, very much alike, and neither 
their parents nor play-fellows could perceive any remark- 
able difference. About that age, or soon after, they come 
to be employed in very different occupations. The dif- 
ference of talents comes then to be taken notice of, and 
widens by degrees, till at last the vanity of the philosopher 
is willing to acknowledge searce any resemblance. But 
without the disposition to truck, barter, and exchange, 
every man must have procured to himself every necessary 
and conveniency of life which he wanted. All must have 
had the same duties to perform, and the same work to do; 
and there could have been no such difference of employ- 
ment as could alone give occasion to any great difference of 
talents. As it is, this disposition which forms that differ- 
ence of talents, so remarkable among men of different 
professions, so it is this same disposition which renders that 
difference useful. Many tribes of animals, acknowledged 
to be all of the same species, derive from nature a much 
more remarkable distinction of genius than what, ante- 
cedent to custom and education, appears to exist among 
men. By nature a philosopher is not in genius and disposi- 
tion half so different from a street porter as a mastiff is from 
a greyhound, or a greyhound from a shepherd’s dog. Those 
different tribes of animals, however, though all of the 
same species, are of scarce any use to each other. The 
strength of the mastiff is not in the least supported, either 
by the swiftness of the greyhound or by the sagacity of the 
spaniel, or by the docility of the shepherd’s dog. The 
effects of those different geniuses and talents, for want of 
the power or disposition to barter or exchange, cannot be 
brought into a common stock, and do not in the least con- 
tribute to the better accommodation and conveniency of the 
species. Each animal is still obliged to support and defend 
itself separately and independently, and derives no sort of 
advantage from that variety of talents with which nature 
has distinguished its fellows. Among men, on the con- 
trary, the most dissimilar geniuses are of use to one another; 
the different produces of their respective talents, by the 
general disposition to truck, barter, and exchange, being 
brought, as it were, into a common stock, where every 
man may purchase whatever part of the produce of other 
men’s talents he has occasion for. Thus, for example, in 
a tribe of hunters or shepherds, a particular person makes 
bows and arrows with more readiness and dexterity than 
another. He frequently exchanges them for cattle or for 
venison with his companions; and he finds at last that he 
can get, in this manner, more cattle and venison than if he 
himself went to the field to catch them. From a regard to 
his own interest, therefore, the making of bows and arrows 
grows to be his chief business, and he becomes a sort of 
armourer; and thus the certainty of being able to exchange 
all the surplus part of the produce of his own labour, 
which is over and above his own consumption, for such 
parts of the produce of other men’s labour as he may have 
occasion for, encourages every man to apply himself to a 
particular occupation, and to cultivate and bring to perfec- 
tion whatever talent or genius he may possess for that par- 
ticular species of business.—Smitu’s Wealth of Nations. 


TuE more we are destitute of opportunities for indulgin 

our feelings, as is the case when we live in uncongeni 

society, the more we are apt to crisp and harden our out- 
ward manner to save our real feelings from exposure. 
Thus I believe that some of the most delicate-minded men 
get to appear actually coarse, from their unsuccessful efforts 
to mask their real nature; and I have known men disagree- 
ably forward from their sliyness; but I doubt whether a 
man does not suffer from a habit of self-constraint, and 
whether his feelings do not become really, as well as appa- 
rently, chilled. It is an immense blessing to be perfectly 
callous to ridicule, or, which comes to the same thing, to 
be conscious, thoroughly, that what we have in us of noble 
and delicate, is not ridiculous to any but fools, and that if 
—_ wili laugh, wise men will do well to let them.—Dz. 

NOLD, 
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COLLECTION OF ICE IN 8ST. PETERSBURG. 


As soon as a fall of snow announces the commencement of 
winter, in London, and as soon as the horse and duck-ponds 
in the environs are covered with a pellicle of ice, so soon 
do the provident fruiterers, confectioners, and fishmongers 
sally forth in order to collect wherewith to fill their cellars. 
Who knows if another opportunity may occur? Not so 
the conditor of Petersburg: he has no such fears; and the 
same operations which announce, in southern climates, tlie 
approach of winter, are with us the harbingers of spring. It 
is our snow-drop which now lifts its head above the surface 
in form of a pillar of ice: it is, in fact, during Lent that 
the peasants commence their operations on the river. 

Towards the end of January the ice has attained its 
maximum of thickness: I hardly know the average, but in 
1838 a block of ice which I measured was forty-four inches 
English in solidity. Symptoms of cutting for ice are first 
observable by the inclosures of large surfaces of. the river 
within slight railings. These inclosures are intended to 
prevent drunkards from falling into the ice-holes when the 
may be reeling across the river at night ; and wetwithetand- 
ing this precaution, the accident does sometimes occur. 

As soon as a square space is thus marked out, the 
operation commences by excavating a ditch on all sides, 
and thus insulating the square mass of ice. This ditch 
is formed by repeated strokes of a pointed crow-bar, which 
shelves off e brittle masses at each stroke, and as the 
depth increases, these are shovelled out. As soon as the 
ditch is pierced to the surface of the water, the latter rises 
up, and the inclosed mass is now floating loose upon the 
water. It isas yet a single solid square of ice, which is 
divided into equal portions by rule and line; and a few 
strokes of the crowbar are sufficient to split the pieces 
asunder, The most laborious part of the operation consists 
in extricating the solid masses from the water on which 
they float. A small wooden machine, much resembling the 
dray upon which beer-barrels are drawn along the pave- 
ment in London, is employed for this purpose. It is intro- 
duced under the floating masses, which, by means of poles 
and hooks, are placed singly upon it; a curved rising ex- 
tremity prevents the mass from slipping off when lodged 
upon its bars, and by means of ropes attached to the other 
extremity of the dray it is hauled out by main force. The 
greatest difficulty occurs in the extrication of the first block 
of ice, from want of room: when one is hauled out, the 
difficulty of removing the remainder is much diminished. 

When they are all safely landed upon the shore of snow, 
and set up perpendicularly, they resemble from a distance 
the stones upon Salisbury Plain, which go by the name of 
Stonehenge. If neither sand nor extraneous matter has 
been introduced into the block while freezing, it is beauti- 
fully transparent, like a mass of pure glass, The least par- 
ticle of matter which may have insinuated itself in the act 
of congelation, renders the whole mass of a dirty muddy 
appearance. The under surface is always smooth like a 

ane of glass; the upper, rough from the indentations made 
into the frozen snow which covers it. Here it is set on end 
and exposed to sale, like stones from a quarry, and may be 
urchased wholesale or retail. As it is generally destined 
or the ice-cellar, it is usual to contract for the supply of 
this during the year. As many blocks as are os to 
fill the cellar are conveyed by drays to its mouth; here 
they are broken up into small fragments, and shovelled in 
like coals in London. The consumption of ice is great in 
the hot weather. It is a sine qua non in housekeeping ; all 


meat is preserved by being laid upon it, and all fermented _ 


liquors must be cooled in thesame way. The great brewers 
consume two thousand tons annually, to prevent the beer 
becoming sour in hot weather. The butchers consume 
enormous quantities, and every housekeeper, nay, almost 
every peasant, boasts of his ice-cellar. As much as a 
guinea’s worth is consumed by a moderate establishment 
early. It is collected during a period of two months; 
ut the earlier in the season that the cellars are sup- 
plied the better. If the blocks of ice be long exposed to 
the rays of the sun after they have been extricated from 
the river, disintegration commences, the mass becomes 
porous, falls easily to pieces, and, when stowed in the 
cellar, dissolves too rapidly. Ice is retailed in the shops at 
about a farthing per pound all the year through. If the 
summer have been long and hot, the price of course varies 
with the supply on hand. It is plentifully served up on 
the tables in fragments, which are put into tumblers of 
French wines for common drink. Champagne is never 
served up but in ice —Life of a Travelling Physician, 
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THE KITCHEN GARDEN. 
XII. 
DECEMBER. 


Along each window's transverse edge, 
Along the roof's o'erhanging ledge, 
And garden-wall, whose bevell’d cope 
Slants inwards with descending slope, 
Constrain'd its trickling course to stop 
By hand unseen, the liquid drop 
In many a lucid row depends; 
And gathering more and more, extends 
Its taper length, as bright and clear 
As pendant in a lady's ear. 

O'er the bare hedge or coppice brown 
On shelter'd bank, and open down, 
Or where the garden's living skreen 
Of laurel shows its pleasant green ; 
The leaves, the twigs, the bending stems 
Of tender herbage shine with gems 
Of solid pearl ; or what may seem, 
As, waving in the orient beam 
They round their sparkling rays diffuse 
Of changeful light, and varied hues, 
The sea-green beryl's brilliant shine, 
Or diamond from Golconda’s mine. 








Mant's British Months. 


Tue month of Decemper is often one of “dull un- 
wonted rest,” in which the implements of the husband- 
man and of the gardener either find less active employ- 
ment than usual, or are altogether laid aside. Whether 
the crisp and frozen soil denies all attempts at culture, 
or whether the storms and floods of winter have fully 
set in, covering the meadows with slime and ooze, and 
drenching garden-ground, till it can absorb no more; 
the effect is much the same. But more complete is the 
suspension of all labour when, by an early fall of snow, 
the whole face of nature is suddenly changed. 

Thick fall the floating flakes, as light, 

As fine, as soft, as pure, as white, 

As the wind-waver’d egret’s crest ; 

Or the warm down that lines the breast 

Of swans, or hyperborean geese 

By winter bleach’d; or like the fleece 

Fresh from the stream, that whitens o'er, 

Heaps upon heaps, the shearing-floor 

‘What time the jocund shepherds cull 

From summer flocks their weight of woo:. 
Dwuaing this month the generality of plants are in their 
profoundest torpor, and this, with the uncertain state of 
the weather, tends to a suspension of gardening opera- 
tions; yet there are many of the minor employments 
which may still be carried on in tolerably open weather. 
There may still be roots of carrot, parsnip, and beet to 
dig up and store, or celery-beds to earth up, or small 
salading to raise in frames. If the weather be propi- 
tious, it may be prudent to sow, in a warm situation, 
peas, beans, and radishes, all of which must be well pro- 
tected with long litter, or fern-leaves. Spinach and 
other crops may be cleared of weeds, the remainder of 
the fallen leaves may be added to the compost heap, and 
the work of digging and trenching still carried on. The 
preparation of manure for hot-beds is also an employment 
of the month that largely occupies the attention of 
many gardeners. A hot-bed is usually constructed of 
stable manure that has lain in a conical heap for about 
ten days, and has been well worked once or twice during 
that time, so-as for the inner portions to be brought to 
the outside. Some gardeners allow the manure to lie 
thus for three or four weeks before they employ it for a 
hot-bed; but it is considered a general rule, that when 
the straw that is blended with it becomes of a dark- 
brown colour, the bed ought to be formed immediately. 
Coal, ashes, leaves, or tar may be mixed into the heap 
with advantage, supposing that the manure be not 
recent, but if fresh, they are apt to excite too high a 
degree of fermentation. 

Hot-beds should be so situated as to be free from 
the shadow of trees or outbuildings, and should face a 
little eastward of south. They are better when founded 
on the surface of the ground, than when sunk in a 





trench. Itis also advisable to give a gentle inclination 
to the bed from north to south. The manure is care- 
fully separated,-and laid regularly on with the fork: it 
is shee well beaten down with the same implement, rather 
than by treading, for if too much compressed, a high 
degree of heat is generated, but is soon spent, or if the 
treading be carried to excess, the contrary effect is pro- 
duced, and there is no heat at all. 

The breadth of a bed must always be from four to five 
feet, and the height three and a half, which, in summer, 
may be lessened to two feet. After a time the heat of 
the bed will naturally decline, when linings or coatings, 
as they are called, of hot fermenting manure must be 
laid all round the bed to the whole of its height, in 
order to renew the heat as much as possible throughout 
the whole mass. As the spring advances, the warmth 
of the sun will compensate for the cooling of the ma- 
nure; but a moderate coating, or at least a layer of 
litter or grass-mowings, should be applied round the bed 
as a protection. 

While various precautions, such as experience only 
can well teach, are necessary to prevent the decline of 
heat in the bed, others also must be observed to prevent 
its excess, which would soon’ have an equally injurious 
effect on the tender roots of plants. It is a common 
practice to put the plants in pots, which are plunged 
into the earth of the hot-bed, but which can be raised 
an inch or two from the bottom of the holes they are 
inserted in by means of a stone. A better plan is that 
of placing them within other pots a little larger, but not 
sufficiently so for the first pots to slip quite to the 
bottom. Thus between the inner and the outer pot 
there is a space filled with air, and the heat of the bed 
cannot then injuriously affect the roots. When it is of 
consequence to have the temperature of a hot-bed regu- 
lated with great exactitude, the thermometer is used, 
and for this purpose an ingenious method is made use 
of for admitting the instrument into the bed. A wooden 


‘ case lined with baize is prepared for the thermometer, 


and is fitted with a cap of tinned iron to exclude the 
exterior temperature, while at the end where it enters 
the earth, it is shod with perforated copper. Trying 
sticks are also employed; these are smooth laths of 
wood, which being plunged into the bed and then with- 
drawn, give some idea of the heat within. 

The air within the frames of a hot-bed naturally 
deteriorates in a very short time, and requires frequent 
renewal. This makes it necessary to raise the glasses 
at intervals, and without proper precautions the young 
plants within the bed frequently receive a check from 
this sudden admission of a cold foggy or frosty air. 
Matting is sometimes put over the opening; but there 
will always be some danger of mischief during unfavour- 
able weather. A plan has been suggested by a cele- 
brated vegetable physiologist (Dr. Hales), which, if it 
becomes universal, will probably prove an effectual pre- 
ventative of injury from this cause. A pipe is passed 
through the body of the bed, one end communicating 
with the exterior air, the other opening into the frame, 
at one of the top corners of which an aperture is made. 
As warm air always ascends, the vitiated atmosphere 
within the frame will always be passing off at this open- 
ing, while a supply of pure air from without will always 
be rising through the pipe to supply its place. Thus a 
regulated state of the air in the frame will be constantly 
ensured without the necessity of raising the glasses. 

The sowing and rearing of cucumber seed is stated 
by an experienced gardener to be the most perplexing 
and difficult operation of the untoward season (Decem- 
ber and January) in which it is usually carried on. In 
the preparation of the seed-bed for this crop the manure 
is arranged as described above, and the frame and lights 
put on for a few days previous to earthing, to draw up 
the heat, which will soon be accomplished, so that it will 
be necessary to allow some of it to escape, by tilting up 
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the lights two or three inches at the back, for the steam 
to evaporate, When ready for earthing, the frame is 
taken off, and the surface stirred for about a foot, and 
then pressed down and levelled. The frame is then 
replaced, and some very rich light mould, to the depth 
of about ten inches, is put on the bed. This will be 
warm enough in a day or two to admit of sowing the 
seed, either in pots or pans, which are plunged to half 
their depth. Each three-light frame will require about 
ten or a dozen plants, so that the sowings can be regu- 
lated accordingly. If the weather is very severe at the 
time of sowing, a quantity of dry straw or litter is heaped 
round the bed to keep in the heat. The seed soon vege- 
tates, and in two or three days grows up into strong 
lants, but at this time all the care just alluded to will 
& necessary, in the regulation of the atmosphere. If 
the seedlings appear dry, a little water will be necessary, 
and if the weather be severe and stormy, a mat or thin 
canvas is kept over the portion of the frame where the 
outer air enters, supposing no tube of the kind noticed 
be adjusted to the frame. The seedlings will very soon 
be of sufficient size for transplanting into pots, which 
rocess, according to the sensible method adopted by 
ogers, is as follows, Small pots, generally called 
sixties, are prepared by covering the hole at the bottom 
with a little half-consumed dung, which draws the roots 
considerably, and then filling them with earth half way 
up, rather hollowed in the middle, in which two plants 
are put, the roots towards the centre, and the upper 
part bending towards the edge of the pot. The roots 
are then covered with about an inch of mould, the pots 
pao in the bed, and each slightly watered from a 
ottle which has been filled and allowed to remain two 
or three days in the frame to regulate its warmth. The 
light is next closed down, and if the sun shines brightly 
a little hay is scattered on it to prevent the sudden 
drooping of the young plants. Unless there is much 
steam in the bed the light may be kept close until the 
morning, with some additional covering if the weather 
requires it. This must be removed early in the morning, 
and the steam let off from the frame. 

As soon as the plants have formed two joints the 
leading bud is pinched off, and the seedlings will soon 
afterwards send out runners. In about a fortnight the 
plants will be fit for planting out finally in frames. The 
beds for the more advanced plants are made in a similar 
manner to those for the seedlings, and the same care is 
necessary in regulating the heat. The mould in these 
beds is placed in hillocks or ridges, so that when the 
plants are turned out of the pots they may be supported 
by the hillock within a few inches of the glass, under 
which four of the best plants are set an inch or two 
lower than they were in the pots. In a few days after 
planting, the mould at the bottom of the ridge of earth 
is examined, and if there is any sign of the heat being 
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too great, a few holes are made with a dibble, and a little 
water poured in. The “burning” of the earth as it is | 
called, is a fatal evil, arising from an insufficient working 
of the manure, or too great haste in covering it with | 
mould. 
of the cultivation of the cucumber is far greater than 
those of any subsequent period. The art of managing | 


a hot-bed, and raising this crop, has been acquired by | 





many an amateur whose studies, we might have sup- | 
posed, would have led him to far different objects. Thus | \ 
does Cowper, in his poem entitled The Garden, admi- | | 


rably describe the whole process of preparing a hot-bed. | 


The care required during the first two months l\N 


The stable yields a stercoraceous heap, | 


Impregnated with quick fermenting salts, 

And potent to resist the freezing blast: 

For, ere the beech and elm have cast their leaf 
Deciduous, when now November dark 

Checks vegetation in the torpid plant 

Exposed to his cold breath, the task begins, 
Warily, therefore, and with prudent heed, 

He seeks a favour’d spot; that where he builds 
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The agglomerated pile his frame may front 
The sun’s meridian disk, and at the back 
Enjoy close shelter, wall, or reeds, or hedge: 
Impervious to the wind. First he bids spread 
Dry fern or litter’d hay, that may imbibe 

The ascending damps; then leisurely impose, 
And lightly, shaking it with agile hand 

From the full fork, the saturated straw. 
What longest binds the closest forms secure, 
The shapely side, that as it rises takes, 

By just degrees, and overhanging breadth, 
Sheltering the base with its projected eaves; 
The uplifted frame, compact at every joint, 
And overlaid with clear translucent glass, 

He settles next upon the sloping mount, 
Whose sharp declivity shoots off secure 

From the dash’d pane the deluge as it falls. 
He shuts it close, and the first labour ends, 
Thrice must the voluble and restless Earth 
Spin round upon her axle, ere the warmth, 
Slow gathering in the midst, through the square mass 
Diffused, attain the surface: when, behold! 

A pestilent and most corrosive steam, 

Like a gross fog Bosotian, rising fast, 

And fast condensed upon the dewy sash,__; 
Asks egress ; which obtain’d, the overcharged 
And drench’d conservatory breathes abroad, 
In volumes wheeling slow, the vapour dank 
And, purified, rejoices to have lost 

Its foul inhabitant. But to assuage: 

The impatient fervour, which it first conceives 
Within its reeking bosom, threatening death 
To his young hopes, requires discreet delay. 
Experience, slow preceptress, teaching oft 
The way to glory by miscarriage foul, 

Must prompt him, and admonish how to catch 
The auspicious moment, when the temper’d heat, 
Friendly to yital motion, may afford 

Soft fomentation, and invite the seed. 





CURIOUS CHESS PROBLEMS. 


Tue following problem by W. Bone, Esq., a gentleman 
distinguished for his skill in this department of Chess, 
is from a small volume of Chess Problems, invented or 
collected by R. A. Brown, Esq,, of Leeds. The selec- 
tion consists of one hundred positions, most of which 
are now published for the first time. The work also 
contains a selection of games in which the author was 
concerned. 
White having to move is to give Checkmate with the 
Queen in four moves, without once moving her. 
BLACK. 
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Joun W. Parker, Pusiisuer, West Stranp, Lonpon. 











